
EVEN GREATER PEACE TASK FOR CATHOLIC WAR COUNCIL
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Work for the Rehabilitation of Civili-zatio- n

to Be Begun as Soon as
the Fighting Ceases

By ANTHONY BECK.
Is a war of cooperation

THIS of nations, rulers,
navies, dollars, francs

ond, In these days' of victory, coopera-
tion In rehabilitation of civilization and
reconstruction of devastated coun-
tries. To meet the gigantic task Im-
posed upon It the Knights of Colum-Im- s,

which Is the Held organization or
the National Catholic War Council,
has completed a programme for the
period that will follow cessation of
actual hostilities that is even more
extensive than the work which for
more than a year arid n. half has been
conducted In the training camps and

straight up to the fighting lines :in
France and Italy, and wherever elso (

American armies have gone or may
yet go.

In exactly the same manner as
there has been effected unity of mil-
itary command among tho armies that
have been driving the Hun legions
Into defeat and disintegration, the
Knights of Columbus, working with
slnglo determination as an American
organization in its welfare task for the
American fighting men, has effected
the spirit of cooperation requested by
the Government from the workers of
the seven organizations whose effort It
has been to build and maintain the
morale of the conquering armies.

than two months after the
Jen 9I1 Welfare Board had entered
upr i the task of extending Its wel-f- nt

- endeavors Into tho military forces
that organization had accepted theJ
tender of the use of Knights of Colum-
bus buildings, not alone for recrea-
tional purposes but for religious ser-
vices as well, at Camp Upton, V. I.
Tho need for such services was In-

stantly recognized4 by the Knights of
Columbus because at that time the
great Long Island cantonment was
drawing Its embryo fighters from New

AMERICANS
While American troops were

hurling back the Germans from
Paris, in the great counter offensive
which turned the' eatire tide of the
war. one of the cable despatches
from the front said:

"B. T. Pest, Y. M. C. A. worker
of Newark, N. .; shot in leg. May
lose. Murray Bartlett, Rochester,
N. Y.; ear shot off. Edward W.
Cross, clergyman, Grinnell, I.; shot
in body. All wounded Carrying
stretchers in big Eght."

The Edward W. Cross mentioned
in the despatch gives below the im-
pressions of those crowded days as
they dashed through the mind of a
busy Y. M. C. A. worker. He dis-

misses his own wounds in one sen-

tence, but in short, vivid episodes
presents a realistic picture of
Americans going into battle.

By EDWARD W. CROSS.
It we were In liaison with

AT the French heavy artillery. Wo

had a great many visitors from
our allies, who would walk a kilometer
or two to get the "papier a lettre"
with "V. M. C. A." stamped on It

One Sunday a man wearing a Red
Cr&3 band on his poilu uniform came
In to ask for a lot of paper to dis-

tribute among his friends. He was an
unusually fine looking man, with high
forehead and refinement and gentle-
ness and true goodness written on his
face. He said he had held mas In two
dugouts that morning. I then learned
that he was a priest from Havre, and
lhat he was performing his ministry In
addition to his regular work a a eol
dier. we chatted as well as we could
' the sign language, and then I
loosened up and bestowed a whole car-t"- n

of cigarettes upon him to give to
his hick friends. American smokes
ore tho heart's desire of the "soldat
IriPuis." Ho JUBt cried when he
tiiaiikfd me, and then tried to say
'" uthlng to me in French. IJut I am
nn' used to the vocabulary of French
' oology, so he said It in Latin, Nnd
ift'r rolling our eyes meditatively for

uhllo we decided that this was hit
Idea:

''Clod gives to youj you give to mej
I give totck pollus. Everybody gives.
It's religion, la It not?"

I ax. inclined to agree with him, al

York city and nearby Long Island,
where the Jewish population is many
times heavier than In any other sec-
tion of the Niw World.

"Kulcbta of Cooperation."
That this offer wub made In the true

spirit of cooperation was demonstrated
quickly, since within a few hours after
It was made It had been accepted and
the following day one of the big K, of
C. huts had been turned over entirely
to tho Jewish Welfare Board and for
that day It was used exclusively by the
men of Jewish faith. Tho incident
caused a reconstruction, among the
Jewish Welfare Board workers, of the
meaning of tho letters K. of C. From
then on tho phrasa "Knights of Co-
operation" has been a frequently used
term which perhaps more than any-
thing elso has proved that the Knights'
slogan "Hverjiojy Welcome" bus U-c-

transmitted Into accomplishment.
Cooperation by the Knight, how-

ever, did not stop In the Long Island
cantonment. It was cnrrled Into tho
other cantonments In this country,
and every race that went into
the camps. That Is tho reason that In
the South, and in the West ulso. negro
secretaries havo. been utilized by the
organization, and In theso sections of
the country also, whero the negroes re-

quired such accommodation, huts havo
been set aside for their exclusive use.

Again, when the big allied drive
turned the fortune of war and snatched
victory out of tho hands of the Ger-
mans when they thought they were on

hr-l- way to Paris, motorization of its
service at the front was Just being
completed by the Knights of Colum-
bus. Tho installation of that service
meant that thenceforward the Ameri-
can fighting man would not be re-

quired to seek out a stationary supply
depot well back of tho firing line,
which of courco could not be pulled up
and transported on the minute to the
region where tho new allied line had
been formed. It meant that Gen. Per-
shing, recognizing he efficiency of the

A Y. M.
though I have some friends who will
object to Involving God In the cigarette
business.

The appeal of human brotherhood
la the strongest appeal there is.
They had ridden all night In French
camions. They managed to catch a
few hours sleep during the day be-

tween movement orders. The next
night they were on the road for twelve
hours, dusty, aweaty, thirsty, tired to
death under their packs. Then a lit-tl- o

rest where they could find It dur-
ing the day.

Before the Dattle.
The "yeecretarles had been with

them through both nights. During
the daytime we had not rested. We
had been too busy arranging for sup-
plies to come up and doing other odds
and ends of service. One battalion
had' Just been paid. They didn't want
"no Boche to frisk them of their
francs." so In one afternoon we took
money orders "to tho folks back home"
amounting to 25,000 francs.

A Lieutenant turned over his ring
to be sent home to his mother If he
got "bumped off." Another handed
the secretary 200 franca and a letter
to bo sent to his mother In caso he
didn't come bock. Strange to say,
both men were killed tho first day of
thoV'BIg Show."

At 6 o'clock of the second day the
men rolled their packs for tho last
night's march to the first line. We
had brought up our truck and were
able to give each man of tho 2,000 a
package of cigarettes and a cake of
chocolate or a box of cookies as a
final word of good will. There was
no time to have a meeting. But we
passed up the line and spoke to the
boys and shook their hands or helped
the machine gunners up tho hill with
their ammunition.

The sense that they were going into
tho biggest experience of their lives
had taken "hold of them. They wore
not depressed. They were exhila-

rated. They had forgotten their ex-

haustion. They refused to be down-

hearted or let any one else bo. They
Joked everybody. They assured each
other that Heinle bad a sura cure for
the headache.

The secretary gave them tho "latest
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7 TO WHICH THEY
"X. BK ATTACHED,

welfare organizations' work, had de-

creed that thereafter the Kntghts.sec-retarie- s
were to be attached to di-

visions, and were to move with tho
divisions of tho American army wher-
ever those divisions went.

Followed the Fluhtlnir M n.
So It enme about that when the big

drive at Chateau Thierry rolled up the
German line and heat the Knlser's
forces decisively tin) little trucks of
tho K. of C. RtrugKled across shell I

holes and rutted roiils and tho secre-
taries distributed from the trucks
cigarettes, chocolate and the steaming
soup's nnti other supplies which form
but part of the bounty being provided
to tho American ioldlers by the or-
ganization.

Cooperation, however etlll was part
of the Knights' programme and the
Salvation Army lassies who thrust hot
doughnuts and pies of the variety that
made tho tlre,d doughboy leap for Joy
were not by any means the last to ac-

claim the fact that their supplies had
come forward to tho fighting front on
K. of C. trucks. And ever since then
K. of C. trucks havo been and still are
at the disposal of the other organiza-
tions designated by the Government as
part of Its war machinery and at the
disposal of the soldiers themselves.

It is not an uncommon sight to see
a K. of C. truck lumbering Into Paris
on Its return from tho front loaded
with doughboys, and even with Ameri-
can officers, who find that Is the quick-
est way to get back to civilization and
recreation when the army authorities
have given them leave. Louis Mar- -

dope," how there were mile of 75s In'
support for tho barrage, how they
were flanked on each side by the best
troops in the French army, how tho
big German drive at Chateau Thierry
had already been stopped, nnd we were
to put tho finishing touches on the
Crown Prince. Wo said to them, "Glvo
'em air you've got," and they an-

swered, "You bet, and moro too." "Get
a squarehead for me." "Got your or-

der. I'm agoln' to get one apiece for
my whole family." "Good luck and
God bless you." "Samo o you, old
top."

Then somo ono started singing
"Mine eyes havo seen tho glory" and
they Joined In, one after another down
the line, until they come to the chorus,
which every one knew, and the wholo
company sang that with ft power I
have never known before. Then they
marched away, and as they passed one
after another reached out his hand
and wrung mine wrung It till the
bones cracked and tho tears started.

They were not tho tears of pain.
They were the tears of pride and af-

fection. Those boys couldn't express
It, but tho grip said, "I'm thinking of
what's ahead. I need Gol help.
Here's my hand. I'm going to bo true
and do my best."

MrouBbt l Wounded.
Thoy inarched all that night. At

zero hour the terrific barrage fell sud-
denly from the sky, and they leaped
out of the trenches and went onward
Into the rain of muchlno gun bullets
and the direot fire of German artillery.
They passed their objectives ahead of
tlmo, and only stopped by order of tho
higher command.

Four days later tho secretaries who
had beon working day and night in
first nid stations nnd with stretchers
were going out with n litter to bring
In some men who had been wounaea
nt the front and had loin for twenty-fou- r

hours without being evacuated.
The Germans had tho road under ob-

servation. Men were being wounded
on it every hour. Tho day V.eforo n
shell had dropped on a litter party,
killing threo nnd seriously wounding
two others. When we got to that place
another shell droppca. rest noppeu
away with a shattered leg and I had
two holes In ray arm and ono in my
neck.

As I was coming out the boys
greeted me, "So they got tho Y man
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C. A. WORKER SAW

AMERICAN and CZECHO -
TRANSPORT, WATCHING
SECRETARIES

shall testified to the cooperation given
to the Jewish Welfare Board by the
IC of C. at the recent mass meeting In
Madison Square. Garden, and Chair-
man Mulligan of' the K. of C. Commit

too!" "Are you hurt bad?" A fellow
whoso name I didn't know came run-
ning up and eald: "Im sorry. Here,
Mr. Cross, Is a cane I got off a square-
head Colonel. Keep It as a souvenir."
Could anything have been more gen-

erous? Another came along with an
officer's Lugcr pistol. "Take It, Mr.
Cross, we want the 'Y' men to know-tha- t

wo appreciate what they ore do-
ing."

The men had been hiking and hiking
and then hiking longer and further, I
camo across a fellow hobbling along
through a town In charge of a corporal
who had been detailed to bring him
alung at his own gnlt. The poor chap
with tho blistered feet was sweating
pnln at every pore. He saw the lo

on my sleovn and held me up to
ask how far ahead his company was.

"I can't make It," he sold.
"Why don't you stay here over

night?" I asked.
"Wo haven't any place to sleep and

we're both broke."
I discovered a five frano note and

that solved the problem.
"I'll sure pay you when payday

comes. What's your name?"
"Forget It," I said. "Give It to your

'Y' man if you want to and tell him to
pass It on to the next man with fallen
arches."

I never expected to hear from him
again, but a month later a letter came:

"Dear Mb. Cuoaa: I got paid y

nnd here Is the five franca you lent to
the fellow with the fallen arches. I
am euro much obliged. It was a Ufa
saver. I hope I can bo kind to you
somo day. Your friend, 11. Urn."

Testaments are often In evidence on
the front I venture to say that they
will bo found In the left hand pockets
of 75 per cent of O. D. shirts. I have
seen men sitting beside the dusty road
reading them, at tho mouths of dug-
outs whero thuro was time to dodge in
nt tho scream of a shell, inside dug-
outs during the long, monotonous
days, on ammunition trains and in
all sorts of plares. Ono fellow said;

"It don't hurt a guy none to read It.
I've read about ten chapters ,"

Ono night '"Shorty," who used to sell
newspapers In tho streets of Buffalo,
had been discussing the prospect'
ahead of this company that was going
Into the line the noxt day. He hod

SLOVAK TROOPS , BOUND for
A WRESTLING MATCH STAGED

tee on War Activities has declared
that this cooperation Is one of the
abiding alms of all war work.

Arrangements now ore being com-
pleted whereby tho Knights, still co

GOING INTO BATTLE
brought the discussion to a conclusion
with the solemn statement:

"To my estimation, Mr. Cross, this
Is a hell of a war."

Then he fished out his Testament,
opened it up, and there was his little
stock of francs nnd a number of
kodak pictures taken in the parks of
Buffalo, his sister, his mother, and
"That's her." Then ho replaced them
all, nnd said as ho put his Testament
back over his heart: "Well, I guess
no squarehead bullet can eVer go
through that. Funny, but I believe
It."

Ho was a civil engineer ''on the
outside," this Lieutenant, a slim,
straight, vigorous man, with leader-
ship in every line of bin face and
every step of his long stride. He
used to come down every afternoon
Into our dugout to chut and to read
magazines and to write a letter or two..
I went out with hint ono night when
ho went to reconnoitre a front line
position his platoon was to take up
the next night.

He showed ms ' where, during the
counter attacks of a fortnight pre-
vious, he had lost one man here and
a wholo squad there. He spoko of his
men, of the men who did tho hard,
grim work, "standing to" out there In
tho night On the way he said: "Mr.
Cross, the longer I am In this game
tho moro I believe In God."

Water Tthe Front.
It was the second day of Foch's big

counter attack. Our men had driven
on to a depth of at least ten kilometers.
It was bard for supplies of any kind

v

FRANCE ON AN AMERICAN
by KNIGHTS of COLUMBUS

-

operating In every undertaking that
has the welfare of the soldiers as Its
basis, will do Its part In the
Khaki University to be established In
the field in Franco as soon as peaco

to keep up. We men with a truckload
of supplies found In Uio early after-
noon that wo were in the rear of the
artlllory. Wo heard too that men tip
In the front line were parching with
thirst.

Wo procured a G. I. can and lugged
It from a spring COO meters up a hill
through fallen buildings. Loading It
on n truck wo drove two kllometerH
forward to a famous crossroads. Now
this crossroad? was a "pas bon sector"
from one standpoint, for It was shelled
by tho heavies by day and tombed by
the avlons nt night

Men seized upon the water as a
gift from heaven. Kxhaustcd riders on
the swvatlng horses of the ammunition
trains leaned out for a bos of cookies
of a cake of chocolato as thoy drove
by In the dust. Some had had nothing
to eat for forty-eig- houra

There was a fresh attack in tho
early evening, and soon tho wounded
men began coming by on wheel
stretchers from the first aid station to
the ambulnnces. Many of the boys
wero so "all In" they could only look
"thank you" when wo gave them a
lemon to suck or put a lighted ciga-
rette between their lips. All through
the nfternoon, as we gave those cups
of cold water In tho name of the Lord
to our boys God knows they deserved
to bo Bcrvod as uncrWned heroes It
mado us clioko In tho throat to see
how unfalteringly they fought on and
how bravely they suffered when they
foil. Wo heard thorn say: "Tho 'Y' Is
a sure enough llfo saver! God bless
you guys! and who sold the 'Y doesn't
como to tho front?"

Young Men's Christian Association.

rpHE YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION, the "big
brother" of the seven organizations associated in the United War

Work Campaign, welcomes the unity idea because of a belief that the
strong will be enabled to help the weak. It is in the interest of the
country; it is in the interest of millions of men under impossible
strain; it is in the interest of winning the war that every one of the
organizations which is serving the troops be made as strong as pos-
sible. No one of them alone can meet the tremendous situation.

The Y. M. C. A. will continue the service in home camps and
overseas, which require a personnel of more than 10,000 men and
women, more than 6oo motor trucks and the expenditure of $ioo,-000,00- 0

during the second year of tlv war to provide recreation for
the fighting men and keep up their morale.

Meanwhile the. Knights of Columbus
Are Cooperating in Every Enterprise

for the Welfare of Soldiers
Is being discussed and the militarizations will undertake to tench the

armistice has gone Into operation. In
this effort the full strength of the
Knights' organization Is to bo utilized,
for tho Khaki University Is to be
nothing moro nd"r less than a gigantic
school In tho classes of which the mun
who have gone overseas will be trained
anew in the pursuits of peaco.

KhiiUt Unlvrralty l'lan.
Under present arrnng' mcnts cvny

army building and rrcrenfon hut near
or behind the lines abroad In England

well as Is to be converted
Into nn educational Institution. Youths

'

who volunteered or otherwise got Into
the lighting units l,cforo their cduca- -
tion had been completed In this co.m- -
try will have their Interrupted studies J

continued under conditions exactly as
emclcnt as thoso under which they
wero studying In this country. The
K. of C have done work of this sort
successfully In this country, as witness
their mathematical classes at Fort
Hamilton.

Men and youths whisked out of their
horses by the oporntlon of tho selective)
draft while, fresh from fotelgn lands,
they still were peeking to acuulro th
Kngllsh languac-rt- will be sent to
srhonl n tho expense of the Govern- -
ment and the welfare organization
Mo ttif Knichts of Columbus, the Y. 'M C A , the American Library Aso- -

.at. nn and the others, and will be
taught in a few months by organized,
Intelligent effort that which, in all
probability, would require years to

had the war not intervened and
given them the opportunity that now
Is to be theirs.

Similarly, under Government super
vision, tho military forces will receive
word from this country of those Indus
tries at home In which there Is tho
greatest "hortage of trained opera-
tives. With this exprrt Information as
a basli, the Knights nnd other or-'n- n-

ON SERVICE UP
AT FIRING LINE

liT ItOM my personal observation
" of the K. of C. work abroad

and nt homo," says Raymond
U. Fosdick, chairman of the War De-

partment's Commission onl Training
Camp Activities, "I can most cordially
indorso It. Tho work of tho IC of C. Is
directly related to the winning of tho
war. It bhould bo supported by nil
Americans I'rotcstunts, Catholics,
lews all. I havo It in opera-
tion und I know that It la conducive to
tho boat moralo nmong our men."

There Is not a military commander
directing tho movements of vast ar-
mies who Is not talking nbout morale.
It Is un Important llttlo word. It is
constantly nentloncd In official com-
muniques and apparently tho fate of
nations depends upon It.

Military experts declare that the
failure of tho morale of tho Russian
army caused tho collapse of tho em-
pire. As tho morale of 'the German
army weakens allied leaders mnke
gain after gain. And tho First Amer-
ican Army, students of warfare

crashed through to a wonderful
victory because of tho highly excel-
lent morale of Gen. Pershing's fighters.
The littlo word of six letters, which
lately has become so common in Amer-
ica, really has a world of meaning.

It means that tho soldier is sure
ho's right.

It means he's satlfflid.
It means lie's happy.
It means he's physically fit and

morally clean.
It means he"s deadly In earnest.
And It means ho's rencly to mako

any sacrifice to yurpetuato his Ideals.

American it Heal Vlitliter,
It Is pretty genorally known

throughout tho allied world, and the
fact has probably reached Berlin by
this time, that the American soldier Is
a real fighting mnn. He goes Into bat-
tle with a rong on his lips and dies
with a. binllo In his cyei. That's
noralc. That's tho tort of thing Gen.
Vrsilunr and Marshal Foch hnvo been

'alklug uliout. It's the thing Unit do- -

IiIck battles nnd wins wars.
Marshal Foch, tho French military

iiilus, extended greetings to the
Knights of Columbus In America nnd

soldiers who display an aptitudo for
any tnulo or colling everytblnr that
can bo taught of that trade or calling.

Tho teaching forces will come from
tho armies now abroad and will to
augmented fcy thousands of others now
bolng recruited here. In mechanical
and every lino the army is full of com-poto- nt

Instructors, for it Is wifo to my
fthnt . there Is not a single pursuit

"
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Thu,'1 oration among the welfare

Z'tT ? T'
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laK?h ('frc ,"f U,B lo.n,r .ri0a,'!,.0f
l,hf "".f01

i,nn"l1a,eIy "Pn tho, .fthoy might be
routing, unoccup ed oxcept by tt few
r?1 duties, 'luring tho period of
l"V. ,peaco nwiinnons. wim mo prm
ability of on Idle brain and Idle handi
breeding trouble, with tho
Khaki University In operation' the
dangor In this direction will bo re-

moved.
The ICnlghts, ns agents of the Na-

tional Catholic War Council, aro pro- -
PlnK for tho part tho organization
will play in looking nfler tho comfort
and welfare of tho men not only nn
their way back to tlmlr hornet In this
country but after they reach here,
and nls-- for the work the organization
must do In the war stricken countries
during the period of reconstruction.

With families Foparnted and their
members Individually unable to find
each other the slnglo tasks of effect-
ing these reunions will bo a monu-
mental one, and tho relief work that
must bo done iimonsr the poor will
provide another nvenuo wherein tho
Knights and the other welfiire organ
izations will be called upon for even a
greater amount of cooperation, and at
least equallv largo expenditures aa
tlio'-o-. which havo gone lrfore.

fluenco of tho organization In tho
camps adds much to their general
tone. The Knights of Columbus is an
organization with more than 430,000
members In the United States. It has
measured up to the gigantic task It
accepted when the United States

tho war and In attempting to
keep pace In every way with thu rapid
growth of tho American armies hero
and abroad.

Knights of Columbus secretaries are
every whore. They are in American
training camps and cantonments; on
shell torn fields in Flanders and
I'icardy; in base hospitals whero
American wounded tire tared for: in
Italy; at embarkation points: aboard
transports, and at points of debarka-
tion.

Olubhfruxp havti beon erected ut
points of embarkation In this country
and debarkation points In Franco and
seventy-fiv- e hecretarlrs havo been as-
signed to permanent duty aboard
transports. One hundred socrotarlos
havn been ordered to Italy, whore ten
buildings nto being orectcd.

When Marshal roch called the allied
armies from tho trenches und started
tho drlvo toward Berlin tho Knights
Immediately organized to "follow the
Uug " A llect of motor trucks was
placed In operation to keep pace with
tho rapidly advancing nrmioa and to
provldo our soldlors with a real "sar-Ic- o

under fire." Supplies sent from
America uro carried to points of dis-
tribution near tho front lines. Hero
tho supplies are loaded on smaller
trucks and aro carried directly to men
doing tho actual fighting.

Huts Arc Open to All.
Knights of Columbus clubhouses,

huts and tents everywhere aro wldo
open to men of nil rnces, creeds and
color. The order's war workers ac-
cept no money for tho supplies thoy
distribute In hospitals, in tho field or
anywhere else.

The order believes strongly in the
development of athletics nnd outdoor
sports. Fur this reason scores of mon
widely known In athletics havo been
sent to American training camps nnd
oveireas and largo amounts of nthle-tl-

equipment hao been placed. In addi-
tion poitablo shower Uitht havo been
Installed in huts In Franco wherever

thanked them for the efforts thoy were j possible.
making to help the allied cause. Sports aie encouraged, not only to

'

Tho strong position that has al- - keep the mon physically fit, but to
ways been taken by the Knights of keep them interested in clean recfo-Columb-

In regard to moral hazards utlon Tho Kulchts of Columbus' olm
surrounding h young man'sr' mi to provide six-l- recreational and cdu.
been recognized and welron .. giving cationnl fucilltles to nil men in tho
rise to tho firm confidence that the In- - service of our country.
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